Technology can assist police canines
as they do their work. Law
enforcament relies on police dogs to
sniff out everything from narcotics to
cadavers and bombas.

‘Using an
electric collar
allows me to
correct my
[canine]
partner while
- training from a
distance.”

— Officer Gregg Myers
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he public often views police
I dogs as nothing but a set of

jaws to bite someone who's
committed a crime, but today's K-9s
do not live up to this reputation. Law
enforcement now seeks social dogs
that have the drive to perform needed
tasks. [t no longer wants animals that
destroy everything in their paths or
shred everything they sec.

Company s providing police dogs
report they reject approximately one
out of every 10 dogs for law enforce-
ment use, The reason: law enforce-
ment Canines require an even lempera-
ment and a strong personality to work
the streets.

The police dog is being held to a
higher standard than ever before, just

Mark C. Ide

The K-9 technology
- and training evolution

like their human counterparts in law
enforcement. While dogs are still dogs
with four paws and a wet nose, offi-
cers must answer to any complaint
that is lodged regarding the actions of
their canine partners. As a result,
methods and equipment to train these
animals are evolving as departments
use costly, high-powered dogs with
various areas of expertise.

Technology for animals
that protect and serve

New equipment like ballistic vests
and temperature-sensing units for
patrol vehicles protect the canine
members of today's police force.
Temperature-sensing units monitor a
cruiser’s inside temperature and alert




the officer via page or audible alarm,
emperature becomes too hot for
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from their squad
cars and need
assistance. The
| officer simply
presses a transmit-
ter on has duty
belt, and the vchi-
cle door opens to
release the dog.
One of the

collar, which has
given police offi-

“reach out and touch™ their dogs from
a distance, eliminating problems with
controlling the animals from a dis-
tance without a leash.
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reduces liability p
vides unsurpassed re

An aluminum insert plac
police vehicles enables officers to

The= 3
These units replace a
seat and are easier 1o clean.

Nothing without training
T":l.'.‘l‘:n-;_!-ffrgll."ul advances, howev-
Cr. are nothing without training.
Departments entering the K-9 arena
must be committed to obtaining
ongoing training for the handlers

P The K-8 Protector
Dog Vest from Guardian
Technologies Inc.
provides Level fI-A
ballistic protection and
guards police canines
against cuts and
slashes.

p= The UPY from UPY Police

Vehicles is a conversion unit that

installs in the bed of a full-sized =~ _

domestic pickup truck to safely -

transport police canines. The ;-

system contains an outer shedl,

interor canine unit, tool

compartment, control console

with wiring harness, complete

heating and air-conditioning - o
system, and an equipment compartment. A' rimn T
alectric window in the truck cab helps officers tu'l'hr
surfaces of the UPV are washabla. 3

P The K-35 Remote System
from Idaho Instrument
enables a law enforcement
officer to release a police
canine by pressing a
button on a smaill
transmitter, which has a
range of 300 yards. The
vehicle door pops open
when the system is
activated, releasing the
dog inside.
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