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Use of Dogs by the Gendarmeri

WHY DOES THE BELGIAN GENDARMERIE
USE POLICE DOGS?

For a long time now, dogs - mainly guard
dogs - have been used in many countries to help
the police with certain tasks, but the use of
dogs because of their sense of smell is a more
recent development: gifted and properly trained
dogs can now assist in searching for missing
persons and tracking down fugitives. More
recently still, dogs have been successfully
trained to detect narcotics (they are currently
used for this purpose in over forty countries)
and even explosives.

Our experience of using dogs and scientific
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discoveries about their sense of smell |
increased our knowledge of their capabili
Dogs have been subjected to a number of
ranging and complicated tests, and their s
of smell has been evaluated by means o
olfactometer which, as its name implies, m
it possible to measure even the slightest «
detected by a doag.

During one series of experiments, only sr
or mixtures of smells of human origin
as sebacic acids and smells produced by
skin, were used. On that occasion, it was n
that scarcely one thousandth of the quanti
sebacic acids contained in perspiration fron
sole of the foot ever passes through the sl
However when someone is walking, his
leaves one to three million times the mini
amount needed for a dog to smell it in



footprint, although it is in contact with the
ground for only one second at a time. Naturally,
the smell fades relatively fast either by evapor-
ation or by dilution in the ground but, except
in a few cases, the tests showed that the amount
remaining for a period of twelve to twenty-four
hours was enough to be detected by a dog.

A dog's sense of smell is the most developed
of its five senses; to use the technical term,
dogs are macrosmatic animals while human
beings are microsmatic, i.e. they have little sense
of smell. The reasons for the difference become
clear if we consider the morphology of the dog's
olfactory organs and the part of its brain that
deals with olfactory stimuli.

Even though the sense of smell may vary
from one breed to another, and even from one
animal to another, all dogs' nasal and ethmoid
bones are covered with a pituitary membrane,
are very complex in shape, and have a much
larger surface area than in man. While the
average surface area in man is 5 sg. cm,, it
can be 150 to 175 sg. cm., (i.e. 30 to 34 times
larger, in 2 German shepherd dog. While the
thickness is 6/1000 mm in man, it is 1/10 mm
or 16 times greater in dogs. A dog's cerebral
olfactory centre is also proportionally greater.

It was practical experience, later confirmed
and supported by scientific discoveries, that
first led police forces in general, and the Belgian
Gendarmerie in particular, to use dogs regularly.
Experience has also demonstrated that dogs are
invaluable in certain situations where not even
the most advanced technical equipment can
render the same services.

THE DOG TRAINING CENTRE

In its early years the Belgian Gendarmerie's
Training Centre for Dogs was obliged to move
from one place to another on several occasions
but it has now been given suitable permanent
premises at Bourg-Léopold, The Centre is lo-
cated on the Bourg-Léopold military base, in
parkland which provides a natural environment
for the dogs. On the site, which covers about
one hectare, there is the main administrative
building with accommodation for handlers,
together with kennels which can house up to
ten dogs, a training ground with jumping pits,
and a garden for tracking training and relaxation,
although the whole of the military base is in
fact used for tracking exercises - the field and

woods for tracker dogs and the military buildings
and complexes for the dogs specially trained
to detect narcotics. The Dog Training Centre
is attached to the Special Assignments School
which in turn is part of the Royal Gendarmerie
School.

Tasks of the Dog Training Centre

1. Selection and acquisition of new dogs

Dogs are selected on the basis of the fol-
lowing criteria:

— Breed: sheepdogs are preferred, even for
detecting narcotics;

— Age: from seven months to two years, with
a few exceptions;

— Sex: males are preferred, although females
are not excluded;

— Dogs must have been vaccinated;

— They must pass various tests designed
to assess their reactions and tracking
abilities—these are in fact the most important
criteria for selection.

The dogs are tested for a month before being
purchased.

Selection iz one of the maln problems for
the Dog Training Centre: only six per cent of
the dogs tested (mainly German shepherds)
turn out to be suitable for training as trackers.
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