Who's responsible for the
Cost of their care?

By Liz Martiner Defranco

K-9 officers and their four-legged
partners are assets to law enforcement in
many ways. Together, the specially
trained teams can perform searches mare
thoroughly than the human half of the
team working alone. The canines can go
places that might be otherwise inaccessi-
ble, and their bark sometimes is better
able to convince the bad guys to cooper-
ate. K-9 teams also are excellent for
community policing and building
good relationships with the citizenry.
For all their work and the fierce loval-
ty they give their handlers, the dogs
ask nothing more in return than a
friendly pat and a bow! of food.

Animal guards aren’t a new concept

they were used as far back as the
time of the Romans. But K-9 units
are a relatively new addition to
American policing, dating back
about 30 years.

“The K.-9 program was estab-
lished for all the wrong rea-
sons,” Russ Hess, executive
director of the Springboro,
Ohio-based United States
Police Canine Association
(USPCA) and a 33-vyear
police wveleran, states
frankly. “It was originaily
devised to control crowds
during civil rights demon-

strations and protests. A lot of people are
inherently afraid of dogs, especially
those dogs that are perceived as *vicious'
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or “out of contral.

Working like a dog
But dogs have abilities that can’t be
matched by humans or by scientific
instruments. “In the early "70s, we didnt
know what dogs were capable of" savs
Hess. “Even
todday, we've
probably only
scratched the
surface,”
According to
Spt. Lou Bordi,
head of the K-9
unit of Voorhees
Township, New
Jersey, dogs can be
trained in obedience
and agility as well as
in specific functions
such as scout work,
which includes track-
ing people as well as
building and article
searches, and appre-
hension.
*We have three patrol
dogs," Bordi explains.
“Two of them are cross-
trained for narcotics, and

one is cross-trained to find bombs,

More specialized training comes from
academies such as the U.S. Customs . g
Enforcement Training Center ip Froms
Royal, Virginia. There, dogs and hay.
dlers from Customs as well as from
civilian police departments and foreign
governments are taught how o wark
together to do things like sniff out nar.
cotics and money.

“Customs searches things I:{H'ning in
and going out of the country,” says
Instructor and Course Lkmoper Keith
Barker. “The philosophy is that if dope
is coming in, then there's money going
out. Recently in Miami, we *sniffed qyt’
and seized currency that wag
secreted in chests of drawers built with
false tops.”

Officer expenditures
and compensation

Integrating a K-9 program into a
department or agency does not come
without a price. As with any other spe-
cialized unit, there are costs for train-
ing, maintenance and special equip-
ment. The K-9 officers who work for
local and state agencies generally
bring their hounds home with them.
Having a dog in the house naturally
translates into more work for the offi-
cer, plus the extra expenses involved
with caring for any large animal.
Under federal regulation, the law
enforcement agency is supposed to
offer additional compensation for K-9
duties and upkeep, but how that works
out differs from department to
department,

Training of

canines must
be a constant
effort that

continues long

e after the dog

' completes the
initial training.







