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explosives,” says Sgt. Robert Kall, executive officer, Suf-
folk County, New York, Police Canine Section. “Each dog

anine units are a fixture in most big city departments,
and are certainly becoming more popular in mu]l to
1ze departments acros y. Do
st friend, but they can be critical to Lhe success
stigation or a search.

Uses of dogs

Dogs can be used for a variety of purposes in law
enforcement, from patrol and scent searches to narcotics
and explosives. Not every dog can do everything, howev-
er. Usually dogs are trained in one or at most two special-
ties, as well as in general patrol.

“We have a complement of 14 dogs, and we use the
dogs to track people, whether a criminal or lost person
(kids, people with Alzheimer’s dis search buildings
{e.g., for a break-in}, recovering evidence (looking for dis-
carded weapons or proceeds, etc.), detecting drugs, and
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is a patrol dog, and they go to school for four months.
Once they are on the street for a year or so, we look at
their personalities, then we sclect dogs for a specific task
(e.g., narcotics or bomb detection). We also have three
dogs that are trained for search and rescue. Not every dog
does everything.”

Dogs are cost effective, and can be very helpful to a
department, from a policing and a community relations
standpoint, if they are used correctly.

“The use of dogs is becoming more popular,” acknowl-
edges Jim Nichols, national president, United States
Police Canine Association (USPCA). “Departments are
finding that it is very cost effective, because there are a lot
of things you can do with police dogs. You have single
purpose dogs who only do narcotics, while dual purpose
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dogs can do narcotics and patrol. For
the most part, dual purpose dogs do a
good job. If you let them do one job,
they can do that very well. The more
things you teach them, the harder it is
for them to do everything really well.
A dog that only has one thing to
worry about is usually a very strong
dog at that particular thing.”

Compared to the cost of a man,
dogs are a bargain. “The cost to work
a dog at our agency is $.58 a day, and
the dog doesn't draw any retirement,”
adds USPCA’s Nichols.

Training

Training is the most important step
for dogs and handlers in canine units.
The dogs are selected, and then either
trained by a company that specializes
in law enforcement training, or
trained by the canine unit itself, or a
mixture of both. There is also con-
stant re-training for the dogs,

“We will train a group of dogs
through a Police Dog Training
School, and our department has two
full-time police trainers—they are
responsible for all the dogs,” says
Suffolk’s Kall. “Once the dog gradu-
ates, he returns to the school once a

week for re-training. We try to keep
the dogs up to par and keep them as
proficient as they can.”

Surprisingly, most canine units
prefer European-bred dogs. Kall buys
all his dogs from Europe, because he
finds they are stricter in breeding the
dogs, and the dogs they use come
from a working breed, not show
dogs. The cost of a police dog is cur-
rently about $3,000,

Many departments prefer male
dogs to female dogs, as well. *In
patrol work, you see mostly male
dogs,” says USPCA's Nichols.
“Males are usually bigger and
stronger; it has nothing to do with
their work ability. They usually don't
bond as strongly with one person,
where female dogs tend to bond
stronger with one person and don’t
really po with anyone else. In nar-
cotics, it really doesn’t matter. I
worked a female Golden [retreiver],
and she was the Number One dog in
Florida for seven years. She averaged
140 arrests a year, but you wouldn’t
want to take her out on patrol.
Female dogs make excellent working
dogs, but they are usually used more
for narcotics or bomb work.”

German Shepherds are by far the
most popular breed, though there are
other breeds that are used in law
enforcement (including Golden
Retrievers, Mallinois, Rottweilers,
Yellow Labs, Black Labs, and oth-
ers). “We buy male German Shep-
herds, and I'm breed specific,” says
Sgt. Lawrence Manwiller, Tactical
Dog Unit, Crime Prevention Compa-
ny, San Francisco PD. “] think Ger-
man Shepherds are the best all
around dog, the old soldier. We buy
males because the female can be
more nesty and more protective. |
like to have a ranging dog, and gener-
ally a male 1s more apt to do that.”

Handle with Care

Handlers are extremely important,
because they deploy the dogs, and
most departments set it up so that the
dogs and the handlers live together.

“The dogs reside with the han-
dlers, because you want a good, well-
rounded dog, says San Francisco's
Manwiller. “You want a dog that will
perform the functions, but a dog that
is sociable. A dog is a pack animal,
and if they are isolated, they are not a
member of a pack. For socialization







