Continual training is
important for both
man and dog.
Without training.
neither can do his job
properly — someone
can end up hurt or
dead. With training,
both can be “top
dogs.'

Challenge your dog
with new “tricks.”

hen it comes to
“ police canine train-
ing, many tend to
drag their tails —

usually it’s not the canines.
Taking time out for train-
ing when your primary
responsibility is to be out on
the street handling calls isn’t
easy — but it is important. A
dog can be an officer’s best
friend. He can detect drugs,
explosives, stolen property or
hiding suspects. He can evoke
fear and defend his partner.
But he can’t do a good job
unless he's given a chance to

practice his skills,

Don't be a lazy dog
“Without ongoing train-
ing, a dog and handler tend to
take shortcuts, try to get away
with things, and consequently
do a poor job. That can get
someone hurt or killed,” says
Sgt. Carl Lewis, service dog
unit supervisor for the
Tucson Police Department in
Arizona and president of

the Arizona Law
Enforcement Canine
Association (ALECA).

Attorneys are going after a
lack of canine training with
vigor. The importance of
continual training is stressed
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in the 11th Circuit Coun case
Kerr vs. City of West Palm
Beach (Flonda). The court
stated: “Police dogs must be
subject to continual, rigorous
training in law enforcement
techniques. Such training
ensures that the dogs will con-
tinue to respond with alacrity
to the commands of their han-
dlers. Without such training,
the dogs’ responsiveness to
their handlers’ commands will
deteriorate, resulting in more
frequent and more serious
injuries to apprehended sus-
pects than might otherwise
occur.” This is one of the
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cascs the United States Police
Canine Association {USPCa)
lists on its Web site a1
www. Minn Net/uspca.

Canine otficer Eui
Bonkowski of Arizona's
Department of Corrections
hasn’t had to use his Belgiun
Malinois as a less-lethyl
weapon, nor is that the goal
As a cell-extraction due
“Timber™ is sent in when
chemical agents and other tac.
tics don’t work. “The object s
to use the dog as a deterren
but not send him in the cell.”
Bonkowski says. When
Timber is sent into a cell. he
needs to be ready.

“When you put your dog on
a bad guy and you tell your
dog to come off, he needs to
come off the first time.” he
says. “And if the bad guy
moves prior to you getting the
dog back to you, the dog needs
to know to rebite him.

“Training is key. If you
don't put the time into the dog.
you'll lose control of the dog
You'll lose the obedience ol
the dog.”

As one of the first two
canines in the Arizona
Department of Corrections to
serve a dual purpose, Timber
also practices scent detection,
“If you don't train dogs in nar-
cotics constantly, they'll lose
their odor detection,”
Bonkowski says.

Age is an additional factor
that makes training important
for a dog like Timber, 2.5
years old.

Jim Parks, an owner and
founder of Global Training
Academy in Somerset, Texas,
compares a pup 10 a toddler,
“The dog knows a certain
amount,” Parks says. “He
knows how to find drugs and
he knows how to search a
building. But as the dog goes
along, he gets better and better.
The more you practice with
him. the better he gets at find-
ing drugs. But he’s got 1o be
taught that if he works hard
enough, he's going to find this
stuff. And when he finds it, he
gets his reward. If you don’t do
that type of training, what hap-
pens is pretty soon, he just gets
lazy. Basically, he's just like 2






